Letter regarding release of CA ARRA/EETT funding (Competitive)

To: Senator Ducheny, Chair of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee
From: ________________, Superintendent, ________________ School District
Subject: Distribution of ARRA/EETT funds for educational technology grants

We are respectfully requesting that the California Legislature release the ARRA/EETT Federal Title II, Part D funds anticipated for allocation to California schools. 

The California Department of Education (CDE) issued requests for proposals (RFPs) in July of 2009 for school districts to competitively apply for grants to fund applications of technology based on local needs and to address the improvement of student learning and related teacher-professional development. 
Our school district responded to the RFP and then allocated the time and cost for planning and preparation of a competitive grant proposal that was submitted to the CDE in the summer of 2009. We obtained the necessary commitments and then anticipated the possibility of receiving the grant. As of this time, we have not received any information regarding the status of our proposal. Recently, we learned that the Legislature is considering using these funds for other programs than for the ARRA/EETT funding which we had anticipated.

The CDE received and reviewed 188 proposals and selected qualifying projects that would collectively receive a total of $34,000,000 and had planned to notify districts that were approved for funding in November 2009. Additionally, We are one of the 1,300 districts approved for EETT/ARRA formula funds totaling $34,000,000. This money is used to fund applications of technology, based on local needs and to address the improvement of student learning and related teacher-professional development.
Our school district prepared the required technology plan that was a pre-requisite for receiving the EETT Formula Grant.  With our technology plan approved, we have spent our allocated EETT funding using general fund dollars in good faith, knowing that we are reimbursed.  Recently, we learned that the Legislature is considering using these funds for other programs than for the EETT/ARRA funding which we had anticipated.  

Finally, the state had allocated funds to the California Technology Assistance Projects (CTAP), the CTAP Portal known as MyCTAP, the California Learning Resource Network (CLRN) and Statewide Technology Assistance Projects (SETSs) to provide support to the districts in implementing their ARRA/EETT projects and programs. However, none these programs and projects can be implemented because the California Legislature did not and still has not released the ARRA/EETT funds. 

The CDE has clearly complied with the Federal Law in the planning and implementation of the ARRA/EETT funds. The excerpts from Federal guidance document for ARRA/EETT Federal Guidance Document make it clear how the ARRA/EETT funds can and cannot be used:

1. The Ed Tech ARAA funds are subject to the same statutory and regulatory requirements as the Title II-D Ed, Tech funds made available under the regular FY 2009 appropriation and are also subject to specific ARRA accountability and reporting requirements.

 
2. State may reserve up to 5 percent of its total FY 2009 Ed Tech allocation for State-level activities and must distribute the remaining amount (i.e., at least 95 percent of its total FY 2009 allocation) as follows: At least 50% up to a 100% Competitive Grants and up to 50% Formula Grants

 

3. A State may award Ed Tech formula grant funds only to LEAs that receive funds under Part A of Title I
 

As of February 18, 2010, EETT funds are still on hold by the Legislature. There is mounting frustration on the part of administrators, teachers, and principals in our districts that worked on our proposal for ARRA/EETT funding. We do not know if we can plan on the possibility of ARRA/EETT funding which was intended for district utilization by the U.S. Department of Education as part of the Stimulus funding earmarked for education last summer. Therefore, we are requesting the immediate release of the Title II-D ARRA/EETT funds to enable our school district and others as well as related state and regional services needed to support implementation ARRA/EETT programs and projects. 
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