June 2, 2010

Hon. Bob Blumenfield, Chair
Budget Conference Committee
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assembly Member Blumenfield:

RE: Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT) Grants: Support for Assembly Version of the Budget

I respectfully request that the Budget Conference Committee support the Assembly version of the 2010 budget which would release both formula and competitive grant portions of the EETT/ARRA Federal Title II, Part D funds to California’s schools immediately via a Section 28 letter. 

The Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT) funds have been held up for months due to the Legislature’s unwillingness to agree with the distribution methodology used by the California Department of Education (CDE) in its request for proposals (RFPs) in July of 2009. The process used by the CDE is in full compliance with Federal law and has been used since the Federal EETT program’s inception five years ago.

School districts competitively applied for grants to fund applications of technology based on local needs and to address the improvement of student learning and related teacher-professional development. The CDE received and reviewed 188 proposals and selected the qualifying projects that would collectively receive a total of $34,000,000 and had planned to notify districts that were approved for funding in November 2009. 

Additionally, 1,300 districts were eligible to be approved for EETT/ARRA formula funds totaling another $34,000,000. Finally, the administrative funds (5% allowable under Title II Part D) were allocated to the California Department of Education (CDE) and the California Technology Assistance Projects (CTAP), to provide support to the districts in implementing their EETT/ARRA projects and programs. None of these programs and projects has been funded because the Legislature has not released the EETT funds.

Both the Formula and Competitive Grants were based on local needs assessments and strategic plans developed to address educational needs of students served by the grants. External evaluation of these programs over the past five years has documented the positive impact both on instructional practice and student achievement. 
Supporting the Assembly version of the budget would allow both the EETT Formula and already approved EETT Competitive funds to be released and utilized almost immediately by local school districts. 

CUE believes that CDE has clearly complied with both Federal and State law in the planning and implementation of the EETT funds. Additionally, the grant requirements outlined in the RFP are targeted to address policy needs outlined in the Education Code. Adopting the Senate version of the budget would allow the formula grant funds to be disbursed via a Section 28 letter, but would require the CDE to start over for all of the competitive grants. This would take months (even assuming the budget was passed today) and would base the grants on completely different priorities than the original grants. It would also cost an estimated $450,000 in staff time to administer a new round of grant applications. I feel there is no need for this grant process to be redone, which is why I support the Assembly version of the budget.  

Again, CUE and the thousands of educators it represents across the state urge you to adopt the Assembly version when this issue is taken up at conference committee. Thank you for your consideration of our request.  

Sincerely,

cc: Budget Conference Committee members

       Paul Navarro, Governor’s Office

       Jeannie Oropeza, Department of Finance

       Rick Simpson, Speaker’s Office

       Susanna Cooper, Office of the President Pro Tem 

